
SPH 290/SPH498—Fall Quarter 2009 
Topics in Public Health Seminar 

 
Course instructors: Marc Schenker, MD MPH            Mark Starr, DVM, MPVM, Dipl. ACVPM 
   Professor    Director, Community Health and Clinics 

UC Davis School of Medicine  Placer County Health and Human 
   Dept. of Public Health Sciences  Services Department 
   One Shields Ave. MS1C   11484 B Ave. 
   Davis, CA 95616    Auburn, CA 95603 
   Tel: 530-752-5676   Tel: 530-889-7287 
   Email: mbschenker@ucdavis.edu Email: mstarr@placer.ca.gov 
 
Location/Time:    Wednesdays, 12:10-1:30, 2020 Valley Hall 

Date Topic Instructors 
September 30 
 

Evidence-Based Public Health Neal Kohatsu, MD, MPH 
Chief, Medi-Cal Policy Section 
Department of Health Care Services 
Neal.Kohatsu@dhcs.ca.gov 

October 7 
 

Emerging Issues in STD Control and 
Prevention 

Gail Bolan, MD  
Chief, STD Control Branch, California Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) 
gail.bolan@cdph.ca.gov 

October 14  
 

Public Health Law Peter A. Baldridge 
Assistant Chief Counsel 
Office of Legal Services, CDPH  
Peter.Baldridge@cdph.ca.gov 

October 21 
  

Challenges, Successes, and Emerging 
Areas: 20 years of the California 
Tobacco Control Program 

Caroline Kurtz, Ph.D 
Chief, Local Programs and Priority Populations Unit 
Health Program Manager I, CDPH  
California Department of Public Health 
CDIC/California Tobacco Control Program 
Caroline.Kurtz@cdph.ca.gov 

October 28 
 

Risk communication and media 
relations in public health  

Kerry Shearer 
Communications & Media Officer 
Sacramento County Public Health Division 
Department of Health & Human Services 
shearerk@SacCounty.net 

November 4 
 

Tuberculosis control in California: 
Where we have been, where we are 
going 

Jennifer Flood, MD, MPH 
Chief, Surveillance and Epidemiology Section, TB Control Branch, CDPH  
jennifer.flood@cdph.ca.gov 

November 11 
  

No class – University Holiday No Class –University Holiday 
 

November 18 
  

Emerging Infectious Diseases Gilberto F. Chavez, MD, MPH 
State Epidemiologist  
Deputy Director, CDPH  
Chief, Center for Infectious Diseases 
Gil.Chavez@cdph.ca.gov    

November 25 
  

Health of immigrant populations Xóchitl Castañeda 
Director, Health Initiatives of the Americas, UC Berkeley 
xochitl.castaneda@berkeley.edu 

December 2  
 

Dental Public Health - 
Understanding Oral Health 
Disparities 

Jane Weintraub, DDS, MPH 
Division Chair, OEDPH, Dept. of S/D – PREV/REST 
UC San Francisco School of Dentistry 
Jane.Weintraub@ucsf.edu 
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